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Propositions  
Propositions pertaining to the thesis 
1. The term aklu can be used for a disbursal of barley for several purposes, including allotments/work
assignments for artisans (brewers, millers).
2. Aklu documents are attested in the Middle Babylonian period in Nippur, Dūr-Enlilē, Ur, and the archive of
the sons of Nabū-šarraḫ. They are records of expenditures of certain commodities (beer, barley, flour, oil,
sheep, etc.) for various purposes (offerings, banquets, feed for animals, provisions for caravans, etc.).
3. Artisans (brewers, millers, oil-pressers, shepherds) prepared the commodities (beer, flour, oil, sheep, etc.).
4. Various persons supervised the artisans. Some names are known to us: Innannu and Martuku in the so-
called Archiv des Speichers, and Nippurītu, Rīšatu, and Sugir-bunni in the documents from Dūr-Enlilē are
well-known examples. Their profession(s) are not attested except in the case of Nippurītu, a musician
(nârtu). They worked in connection with the aklu expenditures, but their seal references are not attested in
the aklu documents.
5. Several persons sealed the aklu documents. At least some of them were officials (ḫazannu, šandabakku). It
is noteworthy that the descendants of Enlil-kidinnī (i.e., Enlil-AL-SA6, Ninurta-zākir-šumi, Ninurta-kiššat-
ilāni, and Amīl-Marduk) sealed aklu documents and that the descendants of Enlil-nīšu (i.e., Ninurta-kīn-pīšu
and Ninurta-nādin-aḫḫē(?)) sealed aklu documents. This would mean that aklu activities were administered
by prominent Akkadian families.
6. The earliest aklu document is MUN 269 (dated to 24-IV-year 10 of Burna-Buriyaš, or 1350 B.C.E.) and
the latest aklu document is MBTU 62 (dated in the reign of Adad-šuma-uṣur, 1216–1187 B.C.E.). Thus the
period of the documents is at least 135 years, covering most of the documented Middle Babylonian period.
7. From the place names attested in the aklu documents, we can recognize at least four areas of activity,
namely Nippur and the nearby settlements, Das Archiv des Speichers (South), Ur (South), and Dūr-Kurigalzu
(North). This means that the aklu activities prevailed widely on Middle Babylonian territory.
8. In the sealed aklu documents, the seal reference and the seal impression should be considered separately,
because one official can use at least two seals and because one seal was used by several officials.
Propositions pertaining to the discipline 
9. The main sources for Middle Babylonia history are the documents excavated from Nippur. However, we
should note that some of them are not records from Nippur itself, but rather from other local areas.
10. Middle Babylonian documents come from both secular institutions (palace, local offices) and religious
ones (temples). Probably there was a close relationship between the palace and the temples.
11. We find the place names Dūr-Kurigalzu (North) and Māt-Tâmti (South) in at least three documents
(MRWH 31, BE 15 no. 199, and UM 29-13-683). Therefore, at least the areas between the two place names
can be the Middle Babylonian territorial unity.
12. There is some ambiguity as to the provenance of the Middle Babylonian documents. Organizing the
documents according to their seal impressions may offer a sound foundation for discussion.
